
WHAT WE HAVE WON 
 

Health Care Reform:  In early 2009, Congress 
passed and President Obama signed legislation 
to expand the State Childrens’ Health Insurance 
Program (S-CHIP) which will result in more than 
4 million additional children nationwide 
receiving health care.  In March, 2010, 
President Obama signed a bill overhauling our 
Nation’s health care system which will result in 
more than 32 million Americans receiving 
health care coverage.  The new law also ensures 
that Americans cannot be denied health 
insurance or charged a higher rate due to 
preexisting conditions, nor can they lose their 
health insurance because they have gotten sick.   
 
Job Creation:  Congress and the Administration 
have enacted several laws to try to put 
Americans back to work.  These include:  the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(otherwise known as the stimulus package), a 
tax incentive for companies to hire the long-
term unemployed, a small business package 
which will result in more small businesses 
getting the credit they need to grow and hire 
and monies to states to retain teachers. 
 
Financial Reform / Home Ownership 
Protection:  In July, 2010, President Obama 
signed a bill into law which creates a new 
federal Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, 
which will protect consumers in all financial 
transactions, including home mortgages.  The 
legislation also requires, that lenders certify 
that a borrower can repay a mortgage, bans 
financial institutions form “steering” a 
consumer into a high-priced loan and prohibits 
pre-payment penalties which trap too many 
consumers into over-priced mortgages.

Criminal Justice Reform:  In 2009, Congress 
passed and the President signed into law 
legislation which significantly expands the role 
the federal government can play in the 
investigation and prosecution of hate crimes.  
Furthermore, in 2010 President Obama signed a 
new law to reduce the mandatory minimum 
sentence for a federal conviction of crack 
cocaine possession from 100 times that of 
people convicted of carrying the drug in 
powdered form to 18 times the sentence.  
 
Education:  In March of 2010, Congress passed 
and the President signed into law, legislation to 
greatly expand the role of the federal 
government in providing student loans and 
grants.  By eliminating private banks and cutting 
out the middle man the federal government will 
save $61 billion over ten years.  Much of this 
money would be used to expand Pell Grants to 
low- and middle-income students. 
 

WHAT IS AT STAKE  
 
Ensuring that our accomplishments continue 
to move forward: 

 We need to ensure that states and the 
federal government fund and implement 
the health care reform law to the fullest 
extent possible, so that the maximum 
number of people receive adequate, 
affordable health care coverage.   
 

 We must develop and fund aggressive 
federal job creation legislation which helps 
put Americans back to work and ensures 
continued access to basic services, including 
education, public safety, health care and 
transportation.   

 We must ensure that the newly-created 
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau is given 
sufficient funding and authority to fully protect 
consumers from abusive, predatory lending.   
 

 We must ensure that the US Department of 
Justice is given the funds and support it needs 
to develop a strong anti-hate crimes division. 
 
Addressing the challenges we still face: 
 

 Criminal Justice:  We must advocate for the 
enactment of legislation to end discriminatory 
practices like racial profiling; which call for a 
review and realignment of our nation’s criminal 
justice system; which looks into discrimination 
among our nation’s prosecutors; which impose 
mandatory minimum sentences which have had 
a proven discriminatory effect; which 
encourage our youth to stay away from gangs 
and violence, and which work toward improving 
the trust and integrity of law enforcement 
agents and agencies at all levels. 
 

 Discrimination:  We must fund the Black 
Farmers’ settlement (also known as “Pigofrd II) 
as quickly as possible and support providing 
additional funding for civil rights enforcement 
activities by the federal government, including 
those conducted by at the US Department of 
Justice, the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, the US Department of Education 
and the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development.  We must also provide increased 
federal support for state and local agencies 
which are charged with protecting Americans’ 
civil rights. 

  



WHAT WE MUST DO NOW: 

 FIND OUT IF IT IS TOO LATE TO 
REGISTER TO VOTE IN YOUR STATE.  
Some states have same day voter 
registration:  If you can still register, 
that means you can register and vote 
on the same day. 

 EDUCATE YOURSELF on the issues 
that are important to you and where 
each candidate stands and what he 
or she will do to address your 
concerns. 

 VOTE! And make sure that your 
relatives, friends, neighbors and 
community members understand 
what is at stake and join you at the 
polls. 

 MAKE SURE YOUR VOTE HAS 
COUNTED:  If you feel you were 
erroneously turned away from the 
voting booth,  intimidated or 
intentionally misinformed when 
casting your vote, or if you feel that 
your vote was mishandled or not 
counted, contact your local NAACP 
branch IMMEDIATELY or call  
1-866-OUR VOTE (1-866-687-8683).

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

111
TH

 Congress  
2009 – 2010:  

What We’ve 

Won  

 
112

th
 Congress: 

2011 – 2012: 

What’s At 

Stake 

 
Election Day, 
11-2-2010:  

WHAT  

WE  

MUST  

DO 

 

Over the last few federal general 
elections, we’ve seen a very heartening 

increase in voter participation, especially 
among racial and ethnic minorities.  

Unfortunately, this increased 
participation has not been seen in mid-
term, non Presidential elections.  The 

111th Congress (2009 – 2010) produced 
many great victories for the NAACP’s 

agenda, from anti-hate crime legislation 
to higher education access for more 

Americans; from anti-predatory lending 
protection for American families to 

comprehensive health care reform; from 
small business support to job creation, 

we have made major advances.  Yet 
there is still much that needs to be done, 

to continue to address the many 
challenges we face and to ensure that 
the victories we made over the last two 
years continue to move forward.  As we 
look towards a new Congress (the 112th), 
which will be elected in November 2010 
and sworn in on January 2011, we have 

summarized here just a few of the 
landmark victories which we 

accomplished in the 11th Congress (2009 
– 2010), what we must do to protect 

those victories and ensure their success, 
as well as some of the challenges which 
remain.  In short, we have summarized 

what is at stake for the NAACP in 
November, 2010. 

This document is intended to educate 
NAACP members throughout the country 

and should not be seen as support for 
any particular candidate or party.  It is 

our hope that NAACP members will 
review this pamphlet, determine which of 

the candidates who are hoping to 
represent them will best promote their 
interests, and vote accordingly.  The 

NAACP is, historically, and continues to 
be a non-partisan organization yet highly 

political. 
 

ELECTION DAY IS NOVEMBER 2, 2010 


