ACTION ALERT
 
DATE:            October 28, 2010
 
TO:                 Concerned Parties
 
FROM:           Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II, President
                        Mrs. Amina J. Turner, Executive Director
 
NC NAACP CALLS ON THOUSANDS OF
NORTH CAROLINIANS TO TAKE ACTION IN RESPONSE TO THE DELIBERATE LIES STATED IN A GOP MAILER ABOUT THE RACIAL JUSTICE ACT
 
THE ACTION WE NEED YOU TO TAKE:
 
Write a Letter to demand that Mr. Fetzer and the NC Republican Party repudiate and re-track the lies about the Racial Justice Act
 
Tom Fetzer, Chair
NC Republican Party
1506 Hillsborough Street
Raleigh, NC  27605
 
See sample letter below. 
 
Make a Phone Call to the NC Republican Party Headquarters
       919-828-6423
 
Send a FAX to the NC Republican Party Headquarters
       919-899-3815
 
Send an E-Mail
       Tom Fetzer - fetzer@ncgop.org
 
THE MESSAGE
We demand you renounce and repudiate this mailer and pledge not to use fear-mongering tactics based on race again
 
Deliberately lying about a bill that was passed to fight racial discrimination is racist. Honest political debate is one thing, but deliberately lying is another.
 
The Racial Justice Act allows prisoners on death row to present evidence of racial bias in their case and, if race discrimination is proved, the successful petitioner shall be resentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole.
 
The General Assembly passed this Act after the courts had found wrongful convictions and subsequent exonerations of three black men from death row in North Carolina in the last few years.
 
Repudiate and apologize for this mailer, Mr. Fetzer. Stop your divisive, cynical, tactics now.
 
 

A SAMPLE LETTER FOLLOWS
 (date)
 
Tom Fetzer, Chair
NC Republican Party
1506 Hillsborough Street
Raleigh, NC  27605
 
Dear Mr. Fetzer:
 
We demand that you repudiate and rescind the lies stated in the NC Republican Party's mailer that deliberately misrepresents the Racial Justice Act.
 
We demand this because the mailer is a big lie, divisive, racist, and cynical!   
The mailer claims that the Racial Justice Act passed in 2009 would allow parole for death row inmates, and even suggests that a killer may move next door.   
 
The Racial Justice Act allows prisoners on death row to present evidence of racial bias in their case and, if race discrimination is proved, the successful petitioner shall be resentenced to life in prison without the possibility of parole.  
 
Depending on fear to win an election engenders echoes of racist ads of the past:  the Willie Horton ad of 1988, and the white hands Jesse Helms ad of 1990. 
 
Stop the lies and deception.  Participate in a healthy debate of issues, not fear-mongering, race-baiting and voter intimidation that leads to voter suppression. 
 
This is 2010, not 1898!
