
NAACP Civic Engagement Campaign



 Leadership for the country is up for grabs…  
◦ 435 seats in the US House of Representatives

◦ 37 of the 100 seats in the United States Senate 

◦ 38 State and Territorial Governorships

 NAACP-supported, passed legislation may not be 
funded in the next Congress
◦ Healthcare Reform Bill

◦ Hate Crimes Bill

 Black unemployment rate: 16.1%  (9.6 for whites)

◦ Black youth unemployment:  49%  

 Black student high school graduation rate:  54%



 Much of the surge in black voter participation in 
2008 was driven by increased participation among 
black women and younger voters

 Voter turnout rate among eligible black female 
voters increased 5.1 percentage points, from 63.7% 
in 2004 to 68.8% in 2008

 This newfound enthusiasm must be strengthened 
and expanded in the 2010 midterm elections



 Young African Americans posted the highest turnout 
rate ever observed for any racial or ethnic group of 
young Americans since 1972

 58% of African American youth voted in the 2008 
election, the highest turnout rate of any youth 
racial/ethnic group since 1972

 Among young people, African-American youth had 
the highest turnout: nearly six in ten young African 
Americans voted in the 2008 election



 Campaign Focus:

◦ Organize and mobilize NAACP units to participate in the 
One Nation Working Together March

◦ Engage in public education through media and technology

◦ Community organizing at the grassroots level and field 
training with local units and state conferences

 In October, the NAACP received a $300,000 grant from the 
Ford Foundation

 $200,000 in additional funds have been identified to bring 
the total campaign budget to $500,000



 The campaign will engage units on all levels of the 
Association

 Special emphasis on the states with the highest 
number of surge, drop off and re-enfranchised 
voters
◦ Tier 1

 Ohio, Florida, North Carolina, Texas and Georgia

◦ Tier 2

 Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, South Carolina



 $300,000 in mini-grants provided to units

 2010 GOTV Orientation and Training Guide with CD-ROM 

 Let’s Do It Again in 2010! Tool-Kit

 Training presentations at State Conventions, weekly webinars 
and conference calls

 The following paraphernalia and materials are also being 
provided to states and local units in limited quantities:
◦ General Flyers, Posters, Pledge Cards and Bookmarks
◦ Faith-related Bulletin Insert and Postcard
◦ Youth-related Poster and Postcard
◦ Shirts, Caps and Stickers 



 NAACP has invested in the Voter Action Network 
(VAN) System, a web-enabled tool, that allows for 
state and local units to connect with voters
◦ Peer-to-Peer Phone Banking
◦ Door-to-Door Canvassing

 NAACP also has a innovative Robocall program
◦ 60,000 calls made daily
◦ 360,000 calls already made / 111,000 connected
◦ 1 million calls connected by 11.2.10 – a 

groundbreaking feat by any nonprofit !!



 TEXT MESSAGING PROGRAM
◦ You are 95% more likely to open a text message than an email 

◦ Text messaging is the primary form of contact with 
communities of color and youth

 Connect with the NAACP’s Text Messaging Program: 

Text “NATION” to 62227 (NAACP)
(standard text messaging rates apply)

◦ Since September 1,500 people have opted to receive GOTV 
specific texts from the NAACP

◦ At the 10.2.10 march 1,000 new mobile numbers were added



 Once again, the Upload 2 Uplift online voter 
registration widget was used in 2010
◦ Enables people to upload their email contact lists to spread 

the word about registering to vote

 The NAACP has launched an innovative online 
phone banking system 
◦ Allows NAACP members and supporters to download “call 

lists” from tiered states to do peer to peer phone banking

◦ This tool is the first time this technology has been used by 
any organization



 COLLECT 2,000 Pledge Cards for 11.2.10

 ENCOURAGE units to join National GOTV Tele-Rallies
◦ Tuesday, October 19 & 26 @9:00 PM EST

 RECRIUT a minimum of 150 new Memberships

 MAKE 5,000 calls to encourage Early/Absentee Voting 
◦ Call 11 people & Recruit 2 friends - To Volunteer 10 hours

 ENLIST 50 Religious Institutions to participate in 
Take Your Souls to the Polls efforts

 PLACE 10 GOTV Public Service Announcements on local 
radio stations



 COLLECT 500 Pledge Cards and 500 cell phone numbers for 
11.2.10 

 ENCOURAGE units to join National GOTV Tele-Rallies
◦ Tuesday, October 19 & 26 @9:00 PM EST

 RECRIUT a minimum of 50 new Memberships

 MAKE 500 calls to encourage Early/Absentee Voting 
◦ Call 11 people & Recruit 2 friends - To Volunteer 10 hours

 HOST one campus event to promote civic engagement 

 PLACE 5 GOTV PSAs on campus radio stations and/or Op-Eds in 
campus papers




