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The Mother of the Year fund-raising project was initiated by the late Kelly Miller Alexander, Sr., 

in 1955.  Its purpose was to supplement the local, state, and national budgets.  The monetary 

amount sent by the local to the National Office was considered the Branches Freedom Fund 

Contribution and entitled a Branch to register delegates at the National Convention. 

 

After holding a local contest, branches throughout the state sent their winners to Raleigh, North 

Carolina for the annual Freedom Day Celebration.  This event, usually held in May at the 

Raleigh Memorial Auditorium, became a competition among the branch winners to see who 

would receive the honor of being crowned North Carolina NAACP Mother of the Year. 

 

The contestant turning in the highest amount of money was crowned by the guest speaker and 

received an all-expense paid round-trip to the annual National Convention that year.  The First 

runner-up received $500.00 and second runner-up received $250.00.  There were many pictures 

taken of the winner and her court, individually and as a group. 

 

This contest proved to be very successful financially, so in the 1970s, the rules were changed to 

reflect the following: first and second place winners from the larger branches as well as the 

smaller branches were crowned.  Both first and second place winners received all-expenses paid 

round-trip tickets to the annual National Convention.  The winners received money to cover 

registration, meals, lodging and incidentals.  All contestants who brought in $1,000.00 or more 

received a medallion and a plaque.  All contestants also received beautiful corsages. 

 

In the 1980s, the rules were changed again.  The Mother of the Year Committee decided that all 

branches would compete on equal terms, regardless of size.  The Mother makes the largest 

donation would become the North Carolina NAACP Mother of the Year.  She would receive an 

all-expense-paid round-trip to the National and State Conventions.  If the winner decided not to 

go to the convention, she was given a check totaling the expense of the trip.  A cash reward and a 

trip to the State Convention were given to the first runner-up.  A cash award was given to the 

second and third runners-up.  Medallions and plaques were given to all Mothers raising 

$1,000.00 or more. 

 

An additional prize was added in 1987.  All Mothers raising $6,000.00 or more were given an all 

expense paid round trip to the NAACP Image Awards in Los Angeles, California. This award is 

changed yearly. 

 

In 2011, the State Executive Committee voted unanimously to award the NAACP Image Awards 

or National Convention as an all expense paid trip as a prize for the Mother who raises $6,000.00 

or more.  If $6,000 or less is raised, the Mother will receive an all expense paid trip to the 

National NAACP Convention.   

 

The late Mrs. Lorie L. Graham of Burlington was the first winner of the State Mother of the Year 

contest.  Beginning in 1988, a Lorie L. Graham Award was given annually in her memory to 

honor the outstanding contribution of an NAACP woman to her community and her branch. 
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